NIGEL WILSON PHF

On Saturday 2" May I joined members of Shepperton Aurora on a visit to
the new home of Nigel and Mary Wilson, who left Shepperton 6 months ago
and moved to the village of Mere, in Wiltshire to bring them closer to family ‘
members. Mere is only about 1.5 hours down the M3 and A303 from Shep-
perton, but is worlds apart in terms of its rural location and quaint village
feel. The Wilsons were expecting to downsize, but their beautiful old house -
(parts of it date back to the 17™ century) is actually about 30% bigger than
their previous one! The garden seems enormous, and they are still finding
out what’s in it, as different plants grow. 2
Mere is very beautiful, I’'m not sure whether to call it a small town or a large |
village, as it is well supplied with independent shops, has at least two pubs
and three churches. Nigel and Mary’s house is at the end of a lane, opposite
a fine 15™ century Anglican Church, St Michael’s, which has one of the
largest yew trees |

have ever seen in its churchyard. The tree must
‘ be several centuries old.
We did have a hidden agenda for this visit

which was not revealed until we had all ar-

rived. The club wanted to reward Nigel for

many years selfless service in his community

and to the Rotary Club by presenting him with

< a Paul Harris Fellowship. A Paul Harris Award
*i is the highest honour that a club Rotarian can

J aspire to, and in RIBI they are not given out

|
L

+lightly. To qualify for a PHF a Rotarian would
L, ' need to embody the Rotary principle of Ser-
vice Above Self to a very high degree, and
& there is no doubt that Nigel has done so.

o He is a founder member of Aurora, a Past
President of the club, and someone who has quietly supported the work of the Rotary Club with good
humour and common sense, never seeking the limelight, and never causing controversy. When Paul-
ine gathered us all in Nigel’s garden for a ceremony, I don’t think Nigel had any idea about what was
coming, he probably thought we had brought a house-warming gift or something. However, as Pauline
spoke, it gradually dawned on him that not only was a Paul Harris about to be awarded, but he was to
be the recipient. He took it very calmly, in his usual manner, although I think Mary was probably
more emotional when she realised what was being awarded.
A super lunch then followed, with chicken casserole being followed by a range of desserts, and an
enormous cheeseboard, on which I noticed a slab of my favourite cheese, Dolcelatte. Some so-called
friends unkindly suggested I had too much of the cheese, but I only took one piece, admittedly quite a
large one.

After lunch a few of us went for a trek up the hill behind their house, on top of which there was once a
(Continued on page 3)
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PAULINE'S PIECE

Another month of weird weather but crammed with Rotary activity and
for me the highlight was the lunch at Nigel and Mary’s new home in Mere — what a wonder-
ful house! It goes on for ever with rooms opening off other rooms and as for the gar-
den.....absolutely wonderful. The whole village is picture-postcard perfect but still a real
village, with shops, churches, pubs, so a social life as well as that garden to enjoy!

Lunch was superb - thanks Karen for helping prepare it. Halfway through we stopped for a
photo opportunity which allowed me to present Nigel with a richly deserved Paul Harris Fel-
low award. It was a complete surprise to him and one of those memories | will treasure for
ever. HUGE thanks to Doreen for doing all the work in arranging it and to Ken for getting
the presentation pack.

| had to leave then as | was staying with my sister in North Devon for a family event on
Sunday. On the Saturday evening we drove to Combe Martin for Fish and Chips, probably
the best in England and we were enjoying them and the view over the harbour when Denis
and Carol Fuller strolled past! They were at their cottage for a short break. | am not sure
who was more surprised but it was a reminder that wherever you go in the world you will
meet another Rotarian.

A further reminder of Rotary being world-wide was a fascinating talk by Thea Trindle, a Ro-
tary Global Scholar who is studying town planning in the UK.

| had the privilege of inducting Richard Edgar into the club as well this month — we area all
delighted he has joined us and already become involved with activities.

Earlier on some of us had enjoyed another evening of entertainment and nostalgia provided
by The Revelaires — they really are multi-talented! | am so pleased that we can support
them.

President’s Night and Shepperton Fair to look forward to and then handing the baton to Ka-
ren who has assembled a great team and have some fantastic plans for the Club for next
year — good luck to everyone, it should be a very successful year... Pauline

FACEBOOK

Thanks to Chris and Karen we are now at
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Shepperton-Aurora-Rotary/193222230826275
on Facebook. If anyone with Facebook accounts can LIKE the page, they can post to the Wall or if
they’d like to add any posts or events, the members can send them to Karen or Chris. Our thanks to
Chris Arnot who set the page up for us last year. Karen and Chris have agreed to share the job of
keeping it up to date.
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Talks at Our June Breakfast Meetings
Wednesday 3rd - Briefing for Shepperton Fair
Friday 5th - President’s Night
Wednesday 10th - Social Media—Niki Molnar:
Wednesday 17th - Debrief Shepperton Fair
Wednesday 24th- CSR - Karen Sutton.

Wednesday July 1st - Visit of 1145 DG and Presidents’ Handover
These all take place at the Bridge Hotel, Chertsey, at 7.15 for 7.30 am and finish by 08.30. All
are welcome except where it is marked “Members Only”. Just call Jenny on 01932 243054 or
send an email to jenny.steptoe@live.co.uk to let us know.
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RACE NIGHT & THE LECTURE

Most of you know by now we have moved RACE NIGHT seven weeks forward to make the
run up period to Christmas less crowded. However we have also moved the Prestige Lecture
to September as this is better for the school. As we cancelled the 2015 lecture the next one
will be in September 2016 and this gives us the opportunity to hold the 2016 Race Night in
March. So we will have 2 race nights in just over 6 months.
So not to confuse everyone, mainly me, the first one will be called RACE NIGHT 2015, and
the next one RACE NIGHT 2016. this might help when we go round with our begging bowl to
sponsors for the 2016 event.
As | firmly subscribe to the “if it ain’t broke don'’t fix it” school of thought, Race night will con-
tinue to be held in the Jubliee Centre, with the same MC and films with fish & chips from the
same source. One change would be to dedicate one race to the late Alan Stewart-Darling
with Jean’s blessing.
We were late out of the starting gate last year and | won’t be able to blame it on the District
Conference this time but if anyone can think of any changes to improve Race Night please
let me know ASAP. As ever MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK on the evening and above
all else we are going to enjoy it.

David W

One Door Closes—Another Door Opens

Nigel has moved on to pastures new, but no sooner have our numbers dropped then a new
member arrives.

B Richard Edgar runs a successful property mainte-
nance business and we are delighted to be able
to welcome him into our club. He is well known to
a number of club mem-
bers and has been
meeting the rest of us
over the last couple of

i the 6th May, we were P
— able to induct him. AN

Naturally President it
~ ., Pauline led the proced- l\\\‘;)}}’rf.
~ [ ings with our previous &
' newest member, Nor-
ma Kent, reading the Objects of Rotary. Pauline welcomed Rich-
ard on behalf of the club and presented him with his certificate =[RS
and welcome pack together with a club sweatshirt. She exhorted
us all to look after Richard and to make his first year memorable.
She also reminded Richard to uphold the ideals of Rotary.

LUPANE «ZIMBABWE

The club has applied for a District Grant in 2015/16 with the aim of helping the refurbishment shel-
ter for expectant mothers. At this stage we do not yet know if the application has been approved but
Des Mulvany, who sponsored the application has sent many thanks to club members for voting in fa-
vour of the refurbishment of the “mothers’ waiting area”. This is how he describes how the project
came about;

“One day last August my wife, Moira, received an email from Margaret James in Zimbabwe. To-
wards the end of the email Margaret said she had been appointed President of the Rotary Club of Bu-
lawayo. Imagine my surprise! Who is Margaret? She was a bishop in the Methodist tradition (now re-
tired). Her parents (friends of Moira’s mother decades ago) went to Africa as missionaries. Moira has
always kept in touch with Margaret.

To enable you to understand what a “waiting mothers’ shelter” is, let me repeat Margaret’s descrip-
tion from her email.

“Lupane is a small town on the main road from Bulawayo to Victoria Falls. The distance is
171km (about 106 miles) from Bulawayo. When I visited the Lupane Women’s Centre with a
group from our club, we were also taken to the clinic which serves people from quite a wide
rural area. There are buses along the main road but no public transport to reach the scattered
homesteads which may be more than 30km from the main road. If pregnant women remain in
their homes until they go into labour, they either have to walk to the clinic or travel by donkey-
cart. This means that many of them deliver at home or on the way, with obvious dangers to the
lives of both mother and baby. The solution is for pregnant mothers to go and stay near the
clinic when they are close to full-term, and in many places shelters have been provided for this
purpose. Some years ago the local community started building a “waiting mothers’ shelter” in
the grounds of the Lupane Clinic, but unfortunately they became discouraged and the shelter
was never completed.

Our Rotary Club’s “champion” for the project is Thenji Ndlovu. His mother-in-law is a retired
midwife and lives in the area. She has often be called to assist pregnant mothers who have de-
livered their babies on their way to the Lupane clinic”

Let us hope Aurora receives the support of the District for the grant of funds. I will keep you posted
on the progress. Again, thank you.
Des Mulvany

Not es for Contributors.

Articles should be between 150 and 350 words long and emailed to john@dumbrell.org.uk or
sent in typewritten format. Pictures can be any size and will be returned.

This is a monthly magazine and the deadline for contributions is the 25th of the month.

It is your newsletter, please keep sending contributions in preferably with

some photos. John Dumbrell, Editor — smomer |

(Continued from page 4)
castle. It was decommissioned in the 14" century and there is now nothing of it to be seen above
ground. It is rumoured that many fine old buildings in the village
are built with stone robbed from the castle. There is a good path-
way up the hill, and in 10 minutes we had reached the top, from
which there are superb panoramic views in all directions. There is
also a monument at the top, dedicated to all ranks of the 43™
(Wessex) Division who lost their lives in the Second World War.
At around 5.30 most of us said our farewells, and The DG and 1

headed off with Doreen and Tony. The Wilsons extended an invi- =

tation to any of us who wanted to come and stay with them fora |
weekend (provided we don’t all come at once). Traffic on the way
home was light, and we made good time. It had been a very enjoy-
able day, full of laughs and good fellowship.

Mike Gicquel
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